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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 0947 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ILO PFOR PLO IS JA 

SUB J : ILO - REQUEST FOR POSTPONMENT OF CONSIDERATION OF PLO 
OBSERVER STATUS 

REF: (A) STATE 012808; (B) TOKYO 0879 

1. DIRECTOR ISHIOKA, FONOFF SPECIALIZED AGENCIES DIV, JAN 23 

TOLD LABATT HE COULD NOT PROMISE AN ANSWER ON QUESTION RAISED 
REF UNTIL NEXT WEEK. HE SAID HE WOULD TRY TO DISCUSS THE 
PROBLEM WITH AMB TSURUMI PRIOR TO LATTER'S DEPARTURE FOR 
GENEVA. 

2. MOOD OF MEETING WAS NOT OPTIMISTIC. ISHIOKA POINTED OUT 
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THAT HIS GOVERNMENT HAD ACQUIESCED IN PLO OBSERVER STATUS 
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IN UNESCO AND WHO. LABATT INFERRED FROM HIS LINE OF 
QUESTIONING THAT HE FELT THE GOJ WOULD BE WARY OF 
CROSSING THE ARABS FOR WHAT HE CONSIDERED PROBABLY A 
LOST CAUSE. 

HODGSON 
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